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not excessively rare. A larger number of reported cases could
undoubtedly have been classified with the group under
consideration had their investigation been sufficiently complete.
Nor are these cases of purely academic interest as the
experience of the patients and their medical advisers attest.
Cases of ectodermal defects of a partial character, such as
congenital aplasia of the teeth, hypotrichosis, or even congenital
absence of circumscribed patches of skin, are no longer medical
curiosities. Congenital aplasia of the teeth is reported in the very
earliest medical writings and numerous references to it are
found in the later medical literature. True congenital
hypotrichosis is distinctly more rare, and the majority of cases
reported as such are undoubtedly of the alopecia totalis type, in
which the fetal hair is formed but later drops out and does not
grow again. The work of Waelsch.1 Pinkus 2 and...
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