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Subject: Gene therapy. Excerpt: ... Human Gene Therapy - Background Paper 8 means has been advocated by
several political and ulations are elaborated further in the sections below on medical and social aspects of gene
scientific groups in the past ( Kevles, 1984 ), and some fear that gene therapy technology might be-therapy.
come part of a coercive social program. The ra-COMPARISON OF SOMATIC AND tionale for gene therapy as
currently contem-GERM CELL GENE THERAPY plated - insertion of single genes to correct severely There are
several technical and practical advan-debilitating specific genetic diseases ( Anderson, 1984 ) - is extremely
remote from such eugenic tages to performing gene therapy on somatic cells as opposed to germ cells. The
primary advantage motivations. of somatic cell therapy is that it can be performed The question regarding the
sanctity of human on individuals at any stage of development, while life is one that has been addressed by
religious germ line therapy as currently envisioned would thinkers and philosophers ( Siegel, 1982, 1983; have to
be performed early in embryonic devel-Presidents Commission, 1982 ). This concern for opment. Experiments
on somatic cells may be human dignity underlies the great care with done on samples or parts of organs,
rather than which proposals to undertake human gene ther-an entire organ, lowering the risks of failure be-
apy are now being scrutinized. Such concern sug-cause a failed experiment does not cause loss of gests that
public education and discussion must...
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