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daughter Hannah married United States Senator Francis Kernan; his daughter Mary became a Sister of Mercy
and laboured for thirty years in the convents in Houston and 81st streets, New York. Nicholas Devereux was very
charitable and hospitable--a cultured, pious, progressive Irish-American. He was proud of his nationality and of
his faith, and this pride was expressed in action whenever and wherever the opportunity arose. He was always
glad to help the Church, deeming it a privilege to give and thus to be the instrument used by Providence in
establishing and building up our Catholic institutions. A noted instance of his spontaneous generosity refers
back to the early days of the Church in Connecticut. Happening to be at Hartford one Sunday he learned that
owing to the bigotry and Knownothing sentiment in the town, it was impossible for the parishioners to obtain a
certain piece of property for their church, as they were too few and too poor to provide the ready cash
demanded. Devereux, though a stranger, did not need to be appealed to, he immediately advanced the
required sum of $10,000, withou asking or receiving any assurance that the money would ever be returned to
him. though the grateful pioneer Catholics did in fart repay him later. Thomas P. Kernan. Deza, Diego,
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