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illustrated. 1847 Excerpt: . . . like the noiseless messengers of light and life to all around us, may have been
unnoticed or unregarded, yet, like them they have silently and faithfully performed their work; like them, too,
thoir mission of beneficence must be daily, hourly recurring, or the la I propose, in this Report, to lay before the
Board a brief statement of what has been done during the past year to promote the interests-of education,
together with such information as I have obtained in relation to the present condition of our common schools,
and some suggestions of ways and means by which their welfare and usefulness may be still farther promoted.
WHAT HAS BEEN DONE: By The Board And Its Secretary. A report of what has been done which embraced no
statement of the individual action of the members of this Board, would seem to be incomplete; yet a single
allusion to the nature of the service they have rendered, is all that I deem necessary. The law imposes upon
them arduous duties, for the performance of which it provides no compensation. This feature in the law,
although it enables the State to speculate upon the philanthropy of a portion of its citizens, is not an
objectionable one. It divests the oDice of all attractions for those who seek oDice for pecuniary gain, and
thereby secures the services of those only who are actuated by higher motives. Sundered as it now is, and as it
is hoped it ever will...
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