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Introduction THE AUTHORS Duncan C. Lutes is a Research Forester with Systems for Environmental
Management, stationed at the USDA Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Research Station, Fire Sciences Lab, P. O.
Box 8089, Missoula, MT 59807; phone: 406. 329. 4761; FAX: 406. 329. 4877; e-mail: dlutes fs. fed. us. He has a B. S.
and M. S. degree in forestry from the University of Montana, Missoula. His background is in fuels, principally
coarse woody debris, primarily studying spatial and temporal distributions. He has been involved in the
development of the First Order Fire EIects Model and several Fire and Fuels Extension variants to the Forest
Vegetation Simulator. He is the Technical Editor and contributing author for this publication. Robert E. Keane is
a Research Ecologist with the USDA Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Research Station at the Fire Sciences
Laboratory, P. O. Box 8089, Missoula, MT 59807; phone: 406. 329. 4846; FAX: 406. 329. 4877; e-mail: rkeane fs. fed.
us. Since 1985, Bob has conducted ecological research into fuel dynamics, ecosystem simulation, ecosystem
restoration, and spatial modeling for the Fire EIects project. His most recent research includes 1 ) developing
ecological computer models for exploring landscape, fire, and climate dynamics, 2 ) the mapping of fuel
characteristics for spatially explicit fire growth and fire eIects evaluation, 3 ) synthesis of a First Order Fire
EIects Model to predict the direct consequences of a fire, 4 ) exploring the ecology and restoration of whitebark
pine in the Northern Rocky Mountains, and 5 ) classification and simulation of vegetation communities...
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