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charges are routinely used to suppress peaceful democracy activists, as in the notorious cases of Father
Thadeus Nguyen Van Ly, his two nephews and niece, and in the cases of Pham Que Duong, Tran Khue, and
Tran Dung Tien; Whereas Dr. Sons appeal was held on August 26, 2003, in a closed trial before Vietnams
Supreme Court, from which international observers and Western journalists were barred, although diplomats
from more than eight countries gathered outside the courthouse during the trial to register their concern;
Whereas, although the Viethamese Supreme Court upheld Dr. Sons sentence, it reduced the sentence of
imprison-ment from 13 to five years; Whereas Dr. Son remains imprisoned in harsh conditions, in-cluding
imprisonment for more than a year in solitary confinement, which have endangered his health; Whereas
Vietnam has imprisoned, detained, placed under house arrest, or otherwise restricted numerous other peaceful
democratic and religious activists for reasons re-lated to their political or religious views, such as Do Van My,
Mai Thi Dung, Nguyen Thanh Phong, Nguyen Thi Ha, Nguyen Van Dien, Nguyen Vu Binh, Phan Van Ban, To Van
Manh, Vo Van Buu, Vo Van Thanh Liem ( Nam Liem ), Bui Thien Hue, Nguyen Lap Ma, Nguyen Nhat Thong,
Nguyen Van Ly, Phan Van Loi, Thich Dong Tho, Thich Huyen Quang, Thich Nguyen Ly, Thich Nguyen Vuong,
Thich Phuoc An, Thich...
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